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Call to Order

Chairman Monson called the meeting to order at 10:02 AM.
Kalie Snyder conducted a roll call of the board members and confirmed quorum.

Approval of April 5, 2023, Meeting Minutes

Chairman Monson asked for questions and comments on the minutes as presented to the Board. Seeing
none he asked for a motion to approve the minutes as presented to the Board. Motion made by Matt
Franchak. Motion was seconded by Phil Kirchner. Chairman Monson asked for all Board members to
approve or deny the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

MOU Extension and FY 2023-2024 Estimate of Expenditures

Chairman Monson asked for an update on MOU extension, including staff updates from PBDA Director
Carson.

Director Carson stated that the DCED provides operational support to the Authority, including staffing,
legal, finance, office space marketing, and IT equipment. The current MOU is due to expire on June 30,
2023. The letter includes a one-year extension to June 30, 2024. The Authority worked with the DCED on
an estimate of expenditures. That estimate is $2,000,040.00 for day-to-day operations over the one-year
period.



Carson introduced new staff, Brandon Peters, Deputy Director and Mary Markle, Executive Assistant.
The staff complement is set at 11, with 80% being met the Authority will fill the rest of the positions in
the next few months and be at full complement for CPF and BEAD implementation.

Director Carson requested action on MOU extension.

Chairman Monson called for a motion to approve extension. Motion made by Matt Franchak. Motion was
seconded by Phil Kirchner. Chairman asked for questions and comments on the MOU extension.

Mark Critz, Dept of Agriculture asked why the extension is only one year. Lori Irwin, DCED legal shared
that it is typical for an MOU to run one year so it can be revaluated as additional resources are needed,
and you can get a more accurate projection as to the numbers needed.

With no more question Chairman Monson called for all board members to approve or deny the motion.
Motions passed unanimously.

IV. Update on Mapping Efforts and FCC Bulk Challenge Submission

Chairman Monson asked Kyle Snyder to present on mapping efforts.

Kyle Snyder, PBDA Planning Specialist presented on the Authority’s mapping efforts and the FCC bulk
challenge submission. The Authority successfully submitted 50,000 locations as part of a service
availability challenge to version 1 of the FCC’s national broadband map. Over 21K of those challenges
were upheld at the time of the board meeting. Municipalities and other entities can also submit a bulk
challenge using the template available on the PBDA website.

Version 2 of the national map which was released on May 30t indicates that Pennsylvania has 20K
serviceable locations added to the map of which approximately 9K were unserved.

That indicates a change of over 20K additional locations added to the map, with a positive change of over
8,821 additional unserved locations. This ensures the additional locations are eligible for BEAD funding.
Also noted is the important distinction that PA did not lose any unserved locations from version 1 to 2,
and that PA is in top 10 states in the country for # of unserved locations.

Using fabric data, the authority continues to work to make sure it has the most accurate maps possible
when it comes time for the BEAD state challenge process.

Snyder demonstrated accessibility and functionality of maps, focusing on how to locate unserved and
underserved locations. He also noted that the maps are accessible to the public via the PBDA website

Director Carson asked about the process as additional unserved addresses are identified. Kyle responded,
as stated earlier, using fabric data we continue to work to make sure we have the most accurate maps
possible when it comes time for the BEAD state challenge process.

Director Carson noted that the Authority is working to make both maps public as soon as possible.

V. Update on Five-Year Action Plan and State Digital Equity Plan



VI.

VII.

Chairman Monson invited Michael Baker International (MBI) to provide the update.

Presentations from MBI were Steven Barber, Project Principal, Kirsten Compitello, Digital Equity Plan
Lead, and Beth Crow, Engagement Lead.

Ms. Compitello recognized the rest of the MBI team, subcontractors, and other collaborators; PBDA,
PBDA Board, Subcommittees and Core Planning Team. Director Carson added that Kyle Kopko will be
the board representative to the core planning team.

Kirsten Compitello reviewed:

e Collaboration- PBDA, PBDA Board, Core Planning Team, Subcommittees
e Schedule — deadlines events and tasks scheduled 6/1-10/31

e  Funding implications — BEAD and Digital Equity Act

e Task 1— Project Management and Engagement

e Task 2 —5-Year Action Plan

e Task 3 — Digital Equity Plan

Beth Crow reviewed:

e NTIA objectives for Public Engagement
e  Four components of Public Engagement
o Community Conversations
o Stakeholder roundtables with more focus
o Thematic Roundtables
o Surveys and Questionnaires
Map of Public Engagement
Time of events (June-August)
Co-host requirements
Co-host toolkit

Chairman Monson suggested building in a public comment period in the time between the date for the
draft action plan and the Board’s consideration of the plan. Ms. Compitello responded that the next step
after the completion of the plan is the Initial Proposal which includes a 30-day public comment period.

Dr. Kopko asked if community partners have been identified and if details been solidified for community
events anticipated over the next two weeks. Beth Crow responded that nothing is scheduled yet, but that
MBI is working on it.

Sub-Committee Updates

Chairman Monson called for subcommittee updates.

Dr. Kyle Kopko - Data and Mapping

Todd Eachus - Technical

Stephanie Perry — Workforce and Supply Chain

Kevin Sunday & Sarah Hammond — Outreach & Education

Public Comment



VIII.

Chairman Monson asked Kalie Snyder to conduct public comment. Kalie reminded the public of the format
to provide comments and asked that they remain under 2 minutes.

Mike Starner from Service Electric expressed concern about the job classifications, prevailing wage and
being able to find a large enough workforce in his area and throughout the state.

Jim Mercante from Chester County Digital Alliance asked if there is a maximum or optimal size for
community listening session. Would it be possible to have more than one listening session?

Michael Hain, from Jackson Broadband, expressed concern about the grant application deadline and the
S$500k minimum requirement.

Pedro Romero from Verizon commented that the application portal has some formatting and attachment
limitations and asked if the Authority will evaluate email proposals.

Sam Haulman, from Service Electric, expressed concern about the prevailing wage requirements as well as
being able to come up with an accurate cost estimate with the current job classifications.

Casey Fellinger from Milliron & Goodman Government Relations, LLC asked if the FCC map or the Penn
State map should be used for the application.

Jennifer Cloonan from Frontier Communications asked which map to use. Are the maps displayed by the
Penn State Extension included the refresh of the version 2 maps that were also released. Also, has the
character limit in the portal been expanded?

Chris Field from University of Pittsburgh asked if locations are the same as addresses. Chris also suggested
that the consultant include in their special interest roundtables, elected officials to review PA statutes that
might prohibit or discourage municipalities from being able to sell broadband directly to constituents.

Sherri Kreitz, from Butler County asked if there are community partners in her area. She also asked if
someone has declined cable and is using a satellite system or service for their internet would they be in
the data as served?

Fran Bradley from Breezeline, expressed concern with the lack of a job classification. Contractors are paid
by the foot. The prevailing wage will drive the price up. Would like to see that area addressed and clarified.

Gerald Mensah from Big Jet logistics asked if the board will consider applications from non-traditional
broadband providers who have had success with projects in other fields.

Matt Bembenick from the Department of General Services, asked to amend roll call to indicate that the
DGS is present.

Carmen Dawson from Blacks in Technology Foundation, offered help with diversity goals across the
mapping, planning, or implementation of the expansion.

Catharine Conner from Milliron Goodman, asked which map should be used for the upcoming application
process.

Adjournment



Chairman Monson called for a motion to adjourn. Motion made by Matt Franchak. Motion seconded by
Phil Kirchner. Meeting adjourned at 11:34 AM.

Respectfully submitted,
Senator Kristin Phillips-Hill
Secretary



